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Note: This information is taken from the California State Fair Guide for Animal exhibition for 2018. 

 

The words in italics are not my own and are placed in italics to indicate this. These sections are included 

here so that exhibitors can see for themselves the rules as stated by the California State Fair. Local 

veterinarians such as myself use these rules in order to standardize the rules for animal health check-ins 

applied to livestock exhibitions across the state. The California State Fair does not yet have its 2019 book 

available on line. There could be changes to animal health rules in 2019 and all exhibitors are 

encouraged to access the guide book themselves and read the rules that apply to the species that they 

are exhibiting.  

 

Evaluation criteria for Health Check-in Veterinarians for Livestock Competitions and Exhibitions 

 

 

State Fair General Livestock Rules for 4-H and FFA Exhibitors 2018 

 

Page 16, paragraph 10, under violations 

 

“The management shall reserve the right to vacate, declare ineligible for competition, and/or order the 

removal of any entry which is not in the best interest of the Fair, is unsightly, unhealthy, injured, lame, 

unsound, endangers public safety, violates the Fair’s Animal Welfare Policies, or has been entered in 
violation of these rules or regulations.”  

 

Animal Health Rules 

General Rules for All Species 

 

Page 32, paragraph 6 

 

“Veterinarians and veterinarian assistants provided by the Fair shall check all livestock upon arrival and 

*before unloading for proper health certificates, signs of communicable disease, external parasites, 

unsightly disease conditions, and any wounds, open or closed, that may be contagious.” 

 

It is difficult to do a good visual inspection inside a trailer. I recommend that animals be unloaded, 

inspected, and if necessary, reloaded.  

 

“The State Fair veterinarians’ decision will be final.”  
 

“Specific health conditions that may warrant quarantine and/or dismissal are active ringworm, warts, 

soremouth, infectious or scours or dysentery, pinkeye, lice, mites, footrot, infectious pneumonia, and 

abscesses which are balding showing hair separation, open, draining, or still scabbed. Animals having 

surgical sites resulting from abscess removal are unacceptable if they have sutures, scabs, or are 

draining. Animals that are lame or injured will also be dismissed at the direction of the State Fair 

veterinarian. Healed skin conditions may be sufficiently unsightly to warrant dismissal.” 
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My General Considerations for Livestock Check-In at Exhibitions 

 

All entries should appear bright, alert, responsive, and sound, without evidence of illness such as ocular 

and nasal discharge, diarrhea, depression, or somnolence. 

 

No entry should display unsightly or unhealed wounds or lesions on eyes, skin, hooves, horns, or tail 

docks. This includes visible displays of active or healing warts, ringworm, club lamb fungus, and/or 

abscesses, or surgery sites. 

 

 

Specific Conditions in Each Species 

 

1) Cattle  

a) Ringworm-Skin must be healed with hair regrowth and no possible perimeter epilation. 

b) Warts- Individual warts or sprays of warts must not be visible when viewed from a distance 

of 12 feet 

c) Surgical sites- Any surgical site due to the removal of warts, abscesses, or horns must be 

healed without a scab (that can be peeled off) or draining tract (that could open up). 

d) Pinkeye-Eyes should be free of active lesions as demonstrated by the lack of squinting and 

tearing. 

e) External Parasites- Hair coat should be clean and free of active parasite activity such as lice 

(topline) and mites (ventrum) and not demonstrate  previous severe activities of these 

parasites or flies (scars on ventrum, tail head, and brand) 

f) Footrot and Laminitis-Feet should be clean and free from swelling and discharge. Beef 

animals must walk soundly and freely and lead. 

 

2) Sheep and Goats 

a) Sore mouth-No displays of unhealed lesions around mouth, nose, eyes, teats, or vulva. 

b) Club Lamb Fungus-Skin lesions must appear healed with no scabs, hair clumps, or raised 

lesions that can be pulled or scraped off, revealing pink, oozing, or unhealed skin. There 

should be no evidence of previous generalized skin infection due to Club Lamb Fungus which 

has resulted in large areas of scarred skin which is visible from a distance of 12 feet. (This 

qualifies as an unsightly condition and makes it difficult to assess complete healing). 

c) Tail Docks and Abscesses-No wounds or surgical scars that are not completely healed. This 

means that pink smooth skin is acceptable while the presence of scabs that can be peeled 

off is not acceptable. No wound should display pink granulation tissue or drainage. 

 

3) Swine 

a) Lameness-Should be free of swelling in all joints and should walk through the inspection 

freely and without excessive stimulation from show sticks and prompting from exhibitors. 

b) Ears- Should be symmetric and free of scabs, infection, and swelling, due to ear tag 

placement. 

c) Respiratory Infection-Should free of nasal and ocular discharge and bright and alert. Should 

have a normal rectal temperature if the inspecting veterinarian is sufficiently worried about 

the presence of respiratory disease. ( 100.5-102.5) 



d) Skin-Entering swine should be clean enough for inspecting veterinarians to detect skin 

wounds or ecto-parasite infections such as lice or mites (which may qualify them for 

dismissal).  

e) Diarrhea-It is not uncommon for swine to display diarrhea due to transportation. This 

should stabilize once rested. All swine should demonstrate a normal appetite. 

 

 

 

Additional Note: In 2018 a goat was injured in the trailer and had a fresh gash on its shoulder. It is 

emotionally challenging to send these animals home. However, even though I repaired this wound and 

allowed it in in 2018 this injury and repair is not consistent with animal health rules because the goat 

had an unhealed wound (being held together with surgical staples). This year (2019) I am recommending 

that animals with fresh injuries that result in open wounds be sent home. Serious abrasions on swine 

exhibits that do not result in open wounds may be admitted. 

 

Also, it was pointed out to me last year that I did not observe an abscess on a swine exhibit after I had 

cleared it for admission. This is bound to happen when exhibitors are motivated to get their animals 

through the check-in, we are working in areas with limited light, and we are proceeding with the animal 

check-in as quickly and effectively as possible. If anyone notices something significant that the 

veterinarians missed please bring it to our attention as quickly as possible. We are trying to make this 

process as transparent and fair as possible.  

 

These are my criteria but I work for Fair Management and all recommendations are subject to Fair 

Management Oversight. I strongly recommend that we make sure that we are all on the same page 

each year in order to ensure that the check-in runs smoothly and so that exhibitors learn what is 

expected of them in future years. 

 

  Nancy L. Martin, DVM 

 

 

 

 


